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has given  rise   to   a   number   of   prohibitions  or   rules   of
avoidance:   people   abstain  from   doing certain   things  lest
they should homoeopathically infect the fruits of the earth
with  their  own   undesirable  state  or  condition.     All such
customs of abstention or rules of avoidance are examples
of negative  magic or taboo.1     Thus, for example, arguing
from   what   may   be   called   the   infectiousness   of personal
acts   or   states,   the   Galelareese   say that   you   ought   not
to   shoot    with   a    bow   and   arrows    under    a    fruit-tree,
or the tree will   cast   its   fruit even  as the arrows   fall  to
the ground ;2  and that when you  are   eating water-melon
you ought   not to .mix   the  pips   which   you  spit out   of
your mouth with the  pips which   you have  put  aside  to
serve as seed ; for if you do, though the pips you spat out
may certainly spring up and blossom, yet the blossoms will
keep falling off just as the pips fell  from your mouth, and
thus these pips will never bear fruit*     Precisely the same
train of thought leads the Bavarian  peasant to believe that
if he allows  the graft of a fruit-tree to fall  on the ground,
the tree that springs  from that  graft  will  let its fruit fall
untimely.4    The  Indians of Santiago  Tepehuacan suppose
that if a single grain of the maize which  they are about to
sow were eaten by an animal, the birds and the wild  boars
would  come   and  devour  all  the rest, and nothing would
grow.     And   if  any of  these  Indians has ever in his life
buried a corpse, he will never be allowed  to plant a fruit-
tree, for they say that the  tree would wither.    And they
will not let such a man go fishing with them, for the fish
would  flee  from him.5     Clearly these  Indians imagine that
anybody who has buried a corpse is thereby tainted, so to
say, with an infection  of death, which might prove fatal  to
fruits and fish.    In Nias, the day after a man has made pre-
parations for planting rice he may not use  fire, or the crop
would   be   parched ;   he   may not spread his  mats on the
ground, or the young plants would droop towards the earth.6
1  As to negative magic or  taboo,          5 " Lettre   du   cure    de   Santiago
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